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Second Half 
Christmas 
Celebration Success

Nearly one hundred Second Half members and guests gathered in

December for the 9th annual SH Christmas Celebration.  Featuring

good food, good singing, the warm environment of Covenant

Woods, a wonderful speaker and fellowship, the event is the one

time each year when the four Chapters are together.

This year's featured speaker was Matt

Morgan, founder of Riverstone Wealth

of Richmond.  Matt's long involvement in

the Richmond Christian Community

includes church planting and Needles

Eye Ministry

Matt talked about the value of presence as a ministry to others,

pointing out that the birth of Jesus was God's way of giving

presence to us.  He contrasted the "Here I Am" type of person with

the "There You Are" person.  Jesus' servanthood and humility was

the ultimate representation of the latter.  

Matt encouraged everyone to seek out opportunities to show

presence to others in our paths, including children, grandchildren

and fellow members of Second Half.   

Executive Director Skip Thistle and Bob Fitch

each led members in healing prayers for

Second Half Founder Gordon Prior who missed

his first Christmas Celebration because of

recent health issues.  We all continue to pray for

you, Gordon.  

(more pictures on the next page)



 
SH Christmas Celebration in Pictures﻿ 

 

Photos by Gilpin Brown
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Huguenot Road Baptist Church-Bob Henderson

Our participation and interaction during each session aligns with our Second Half

Mission Statement.  It highlights the value of forming deeper connections through

Christian fellowship. By actively pursuing connection and community, we enhance

our paths as disciples and discover a fuller understanding of following Jesus

together.

Our recent book study, Fully Devoted, focuses on discipleship

and what it means to accept Jesus’s invitation to follow him.

Throughout this journey, we’ve been encouraged to consider

the true essence of being a disciple, i.e. how we might

respond whole-heartedly to Jesus’s call. The core message is

straightforward: Love God and Love Others.

Covenant Woods-Stan Wright
Covenant Woods again hosted the Second Half Christmas Celebration in

early December. The holidays are now over and we are back to our “normal”

lives, whatever that is for each one of us. Hope each of you had a Merry

Christmas and a Happy New Year and were able to spend time with family.

Covenant Woods was fortunate to increase our membership by several men

in the past 3-4 months. This was brought about by personal invitations from

other Covenant Woods' members.

Like most of the Second Half chapters, Covenant Woods completed the Fully

Devoted study in December. It was well received overall and created some

good discussions in the small groups.

At our January 8, 2026 meeting, the small groups spent time with the “pause”

questions that frequently provoke a deeper understanding of each other. It

was left up to the small group facilitators to determine how they proceeded

with the pause questions – sending them out ahead of time to their members

or drawing them out of a “hat” during the small group meeting.

We look forward to our new book study – The Prayer Course – How to Pray 

that we will begin at our second January meeting.

(continued next page)
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Chapter Reports   (continued)

St. Giles-Rob Green
As the year comes to a close, the men of the St. Giles chapter have finished the

Kendricks' book Fully Devoted . The feedback has been very positive.

We are grateful for the leaders and all those involved in preparing our meetings. 

A new sound system has been installed in the meeting room, providing much

better coverage than the previous system. We are thankful to the church for this

upgrade, which has significantly improved sound quality. As we enter the new

year, let us remember to show gratitude to those around us.

The chapter continues to meet on the second and fourth Wednesdays of each

month. We currently have approximately seventy men on our roster, with an

average attendance of about forty at each meeting.

WEAG Church-Chris Meyer
Since the last missive we have had two of our members go home to be with The Lord.

John Flournoy was a dedicated member of our second group and passed away on

Christmas Eve 2025 at the age of 84. He was gentle and quiet but always loving and

thoughtful when he spoke. He will be greatly missed. 

Woody Jenkins passed away in October after battling cancer. He was also a dedicated

member of group two at WEAG until his health issues made attendance impossible. In life

he was a retired pastor, among other things, and a member of the Goochland Volunteer

Rescue for decades. At his funeral in November several rescue squad members came in

uniform and described his years of loving and dedicated service and rang a bell in his

honor. As a former pastor he always had insightful things to say during discussions. He

also will be greatly missed.

The WEAG group moved its first meeting in January due to the New Year's holiday so we

moved that meeting to the second Thursday.  That created created a problem because

WEAG was booked on that day. Therefore, we moved to The new Needles Eye office on

Gaskins Road. Jordan Maroon, the current NEM Director, spoke to us briefly about

Needles Eye and his plans personally. Later, we had a discussion and, noting that two of

our members had recently died, talked again about getting ready. Some of us still have a

long way to go. Downsizing, or purging, is a main issue for some. So is gathering all the

necessary passwords and documents so that our spouse or whomever won’t kill us again

when they find out what a mess we have left for them. This is a great project to start the

new year, a little at a time. But we need to get moving.
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by Walt Andes

Editor's Note:  Rob Green is a member of the Second Half 
Board of Directors.  He also serves as a co-facilitator of 
Group Three of the St. Giles Chapter, and is the Chapter 
Reporter for the Second Half Newsletter. 

Chapter: 
St. Giles﻿ ﻿
When did you join Second Half?
I joined in 2006.
Why did you join?
Because Gordon Prior saw me at church and repeatedly invited me. I decided to come, liked 
what I saw and joined.
What do you enjoy most about Second Half?
The fellowship, especially in the small group. Also, I appreciate the diversity of fellowship 
with men from all walks of life.
Church:
St. Giles Presbyterian, Richmond, which I joined in 1986.
Career:
I was in information technology management. I was with universities, a number of 
technology firms, including Hewlett-Packard, Sperry Univac, IBM and others, as well as the 
Commonwealth of Virginia.
Hobbies:
Fishing, woodworking, and playing online chess.
Favorite Food:
Any kind of seafood!
Why do you think Second Half is important for older men?
It gives us a chance to see other men our age and relate to them in the issues and struggles 
of our daily lives. It gives me balance and insight into a wide variety of issues.
What study have you enjoyed the most?
Unoffendable by Brant Hansen. In fact, I’d like us to do another study by him.
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January Study 
Announced

The Prayer Course by Peter 
Grieg

Second Half groups this month begin a new study:  The Prayer Course by Peter 
Grieg.  Prayer is often the most difficult challenge in spiritual life.  How do I start?  What 
is the "right" thing to say?  Why have I not gotten answers to my prayers?  
 ﻿
The Book Committee describes Grieg's book as a raw, real and remarkable how-to-
guide on prayer for everyone--no matter where they might be on their spiritual 
journey.  Full of biblically sound wisdom,  The Prayer Course will offer honest 
encouragement and real-life methods to refresh your spirit, revitalize your faith, and 
help you practice life-giving and life-changing prayer. 
 
The book can be found on Amazon for $10.99.  An eight-session series of videos 
accompanies the book on YouTube.  Click this 
address:  https://prayercourse.org/sessions or search for "prayercourse sessions" on 
YouTube.

St. Giles Church
Richmond

2nd and 4th
Wednesdays

9AM

Covenant Woods 
Community

Hanover County

2nd and 4th
Thursdays

9AM

WEAG Church
Richmond

1st and 3rd
Thursdays

9AM

Huguenot Rd. 
Baptist Church

Chesterfield

1st and 3rd
Thursdays

9AM

Second Half Meeting Sites and Times
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Second Half's New Author by Walt Andes

The book, Crossing the Water James, is the compelling story of Ken and his family’s transition: led by 
God and by Ken's own volition, the whole Peters' family moves into an inner city,  African American 
neighborhood.  Crossing the Water James  is a metaphor for Ken’s crossing of the racial divide—which 
he describes as his “racial education." It’s an inspiring memoir illustrating how his racially naïve eyes 
were opened to his own latent prejudices and misconceptions of the inner city African American 
community.  It's also the story of how God spurred him to take action to do his part to help improve 
the quality of life for children in segregated  Richmond.

Ken and his wife Becky planted the Richmond Vineyard (The Bridge RVA) church in 1995, which 
they pastored for nearly 30 years. (Prior to his current vocation, Ken was an X-ray Technologist). 
The Peters’ attend and worship at Redeemer Anglican Church.

He finds Second Half a great blessing, thriving on the fellowship, connective friendships and the 
mutual encouragement in our walk with Jesus. In his spare time, he enjoys playing the guitar and 
engaging in metal detection on his Hanover County home acreage. And, oh yeah, his favorite foods 
are rockfish and salmon nuggets. Salmon nuggets? Yep, salmon nuggets!

His journey has helped to open his eyes to children’s needs and the challenging circumstances they 
face, and the subsequent attainment of a deeper understanding of the spiritual and emotional needs 
of all people, regardless of race or where they are on the socioeconomic ladder.

Thanks, Ken, for your courageous and pioneering work.
 ﻿
To acquire this absorbing book, along with Ken's personal inscription, go to 
www.crossingthewaterjames.com.

Did you know there’s a published author in 
Second Half? Ken Peters, a member of the St. 
Giles chapter since 2021, is that author.
 ﻿
Ken joined Second Half at the invitation of 
Gordon Prior after Gordon heard Ken 
speak  about the Neighborhood Literacy Center, 
launched by Ken's church. The Neighborhood 
Literacy Center is where Ken and a faithful team 
of volunteers work with children from Richmond 
Public Schools, helping them achieve grade level 
reading prior to entering middle school.
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New Executive

for NEM in '26
Major announcement from Needles Eye ministries about a new Executive

Director.  NEM, in a December statement, suggested the new ED will be named in

the first quarter of 2026.  In the meantime, Jordan Maroon will continue to serve as

ED.  Jordan announced last Fall that he is seeking a new opportunity.  

Happy Thanksgiving at

Chesterfield Chapter
The Huguenot Road Baptist Church Chapter in Chesterfield County could not wait for 
the annual Second Half Christmas Celebration in December--they enjoyed a special 
Thanksgiving Day Celebration in November!   HRBC  Outreach committee members Sue 
Robertson and Vicki Felts hosted the breakfast as a thank you to Second Half for meeting 
at the church and enriching the church community.  They even gave away gift pens!
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