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Christmas Celebration Breakfast—2024 

 

 

 
About 100 Second Half men turned out December 12th for the annual Second Half Christmas cele-
bration at Covenant Woods Retirement Community.  Good food, good fellowship, inspirational ad-
dresses and good music were high spots of the morning.   

Huguenot Road Baptist Church pastor, Reverend Doctor Bob Lee, was the featured 
speaker.  He spoke about the value of Second Half’s unique ministry to older men and 
the importance of small groups toward fostering Christian relationships.  Lee encour-
aged the men to prepare for Christmas with a renewed mindset and remember that 
Second Half can make “all the difference” in men’s lives.   

Second Half founder Gordon Prior, Executive Director Skip This-
tle, Ted Tussey and Covenant Woods President Thom Wright also spoke at 
the gathering.  Ben Miller, owner of Miller Studio in Richmond, again led the 
crowd in spirited singing!    
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The Second Half Newsletter is designed to be a forum that connects the various chapters so we 
can follow what is happening in other chapters and the lives of other members.  But it is also a 
way  for you to share thoughts and stories about how God is working in your relationships!  If 
you would like to contribute a short article, let me know at franklinegraham@live.com.   

Blessings! 

Chapter Reports 

WEAG—Chris Meyers 

The WEAG group finished the last series in November.  Rather than not meet for a month, we 
decided to have our own Christmas party in December at the usual morning time.  Chicken was 
provided, as usual, but others brought excellent breakfast pizza from Ukrops, donut holes and 
healthy vegetable food.  After eating and fellowship, we broke into groups for a spirited game of 
Bible Trivia led by our retired judge--who was not impartial!  I think a good time was had by all, 
even by SH Founder Gordon Prior who crashed the party for the free food. 

We met on the first Thursday in January to start Half Time, the new book series.  Note that this 
was before the leader’s meeting which took place on the Wednesday following.  Skip Thistle had let 
us know that there were videos from the Half Time Institute that we checked out.  The WEAG 
television is the same as the TV at my home, so I thought it would be a snap for me to get on the 
Internet, go to YouTube and show one or more clips.  However, after some frustration we had to 
beg a young person, the youth pastor, to show us how to do it.  Eventually, we watched a 16-
minute video that gave us a great summary of the series.  We then discussed the first three 
chapters. 

All in all a good finish to the old year and a good start to 2025.   

 

St. Giles Church—Rob Green 

The St. Giles Chapter finished up the year focusing on the meaning of Christmas. 
We finished the Max Lucado book Because of Bethlehem which reminds us of the  
reason for Jesus’ birth. We are encouraged that the God of the universe came to be 
near each one of us.  

 Our Chapter is doing well, with nearly forty plus men regularly attending our 
meetings. We have seen a steady growth in relationships.  One of the overall 
significant themes I have seen over the past year is the service that members 
provide to one another, as well as to others in the community.  Helping those in 

need of transportation to a meeting or a ride to a doctor’s appointment or helping a neighbor who 
may need help with grocery shopping. In observing this type of volunteer service, I see that Second 
Half men are building new relationships with those that they help. This is truly sharing the love that 
Christ gave us with those around us.  What an encouragement to see God’s plan working through 
us.   

(Continued on page 3) 
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Huguenot Rd Baptist Church—Bob Henderson 

Since we had finished our bible study, Because of Bethlehem, in November, that left us with two 
open dates in December.  This gave us the opportunity to devote our discussions to Advent.   On 
December 5th,  the focus was Hope—what keeps us going—and Peace—what we seek in 
relationships.  The December 19th meeting looked at Joy—how we respond to God—and Love—how 
we express hope, peace and joy.   

The 19th also included a wonderful Christmas Breakfast, provided by Sue Robertson and Vicki Felts!  
We also passed out Christmas Tree ornaments as remembrances of the importance of Second Half 
in our lives.                  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Covenant Woods—Stan Wright 

We were scheduled to begin the Half Time book in January, like all Second Half Chapters.  
Unfortunately, due to the water issues in east Hanover County, we had to cancel our first meeting.  
Covenant Woods’ lack of water pressure meant there were no restroom facilities available.  Water 
has since been restored to East Hanover County and Covenant Woods.  We are now in the process 
of determining how to get our chapter to complete the book at the same time as other chapters.  
We will either cover two sessions at our January 23rd meeting or schedule another meeting on 
January 24th or January 30th.  An extra meeting could be in February if the above dates do not work 
for Covenant Woods. 

We recently lost two of our Covenant Woods Chapter members.  Harold Bryant passed away on 
December 13 at the age of 93.  He joined SH at Covenant Woods February 24, 2022.  Bob Tate 
passed away on December 23, also at the age of 93.  He had been a member at Covenant Woods 
for a long time.  Bob’s death serves as a reminder for us to know the warning signs of a heart 
attack:  chest discomfort; discomfort in other areas of the upper body ((arms (one or both), back, 
neck, jaw, or stomach)); shortness of breath are all indicators of a heart attack.  Other signs include 
breaking out in a cold sweat; nausea; rapid or irregular heartbeat; feeling unusually tired; and 
feeling lightheaded.  If you experience any of these symptoms, please do not ignore them.  Call 911 
and report it or get someone to take you to the emergency room. 
 

(Continued from page 2) 
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Needles Eye Ministries 
Update 

-Jeremy Woltz,  NEM Director of Cohorts & Groups 
Needle’s Eye Ministries had one of the best End-Of-Year’s in its history in 2024. 

In December, we set an ambitious goal to raise $100,000 to fund and expand 

the ongoing ministry of Needle’s Eye. Through God’s provision and the remarka-

ble generosity of our community, we managed to raise just over $130,000!  

To top it off, Needle’s Eye has officially purchased a new property! On Decem-

ber 30th of 2024, we closed on a beautiful space located at 2550 Gaskins Road. 

While the timeline is a bit in flux, our hope and intent is to be operational in this 

new space by late April or early May. This incredible building came to us through a complicated 

web of “coincidences” that could only be orchestrated by God Himself.  

As we head into the beginning of 2025, we find ourselves riding high on the momentum of what 

God brought to fruition in December — and we are ready to launch two new cohorts! One for 

Heads of Schools, and a second for Sales Professionals. That is on top of the 7 cohorts we current-

ly have up and running. We are singing the Lord’s praises every day - and hope you’ll join us in all 

that God has planned for Needle’s Eye in 2025! 

Jeremy Woltz 

Second Half Chapter Locations and Meeting Times 

St. Giles Church, Richmond—2nd and 4th Wednesdays, 9AM-10:30AM 

Covenant Woods Retirement Community, Hanover County—2nd and 4th Thursdays 9AM-
10:30AM 

WEAG Church, Richmond—1st and 3rd Thursdays, 9AM-10:30AM 

Huguenot Road Baptist Church—1st and 3rd Thursday, 9AM-10:30AM 
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Visit the Second Half Web Site! 

www.secondhalfmen.org 

Back to the Future for January, 2025 Study 

 
Second Half Chapters this month began a new study with the New 
Year, and the title has a familiar ring.   The study book is called Half 
Time: Moving from Success to Significance.  As some Second Half 
members already know, it is the book around which Second Half was 
born over 22 years ago. 

Gordon Prior and several others read the first edition of Half Time 
and were inspired by its lessons to create an organization for older 
Christian men.  Since that first meeting of four men, Second Half has 
served more than 400! 

The book’s author is Bob P. Buford.  The 
original book was written in 1995.  Sec-
ond Half will study a 2015 edition, revised 
by the author.   As Amazon describes the 
book, it focuses on answering the ques-
tion of what you would like to do for the 
rest of your life, especially after retire-
ment.  Specifically, it discusses: 

• Taking stock of your successes and accomplishments so far 

• Redefining significance and what it means to you 

• Identifying your personal goals 

• Developing a mission for serving God in the second half of your life. 

Book committee chairman Gilpin Brown says the study will be spread over six sessions.  He notes 
the study does not have an accompanying video so all members are urged to purchase the book.  
It is available on Amazon, Christian Books and Thriftbooks.  Members should purchase the 2015 
edition to use in January.  It has a blue and white cover. 

Bob P. Buford 
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Second Half is a ministry that gives men a safe environment 

in which to share concerns and issues that older men 

usually have. The Second Half Newsletter allows the men in 

our four Chapters to better keep in touch with each other 

and to read how God is alive and working in our lives.  Past 

issues can be found on the Second Half website. 

- Gordon Prior, Second Half Founder 

Board Briefs 

The Second Half Board of Directors held its regular meeting in December and took several ac-
tions: 

• The Board passed a motion to ask Second Half members to make a donation of $10 
each to help defray organization expenses.  The last member solicitation was made two 
years ago.  Organization expenses include honorariums for speakers, the website, and 
printing expenses.  Chapter leaders will collect the voluntary donations in February. 
 

• The Board approved a request to sever the affiliation of the Urbanna Chapter with Sec-
ond Half, effective December 31, 2024.  The approval followed amicable discussions be-
tween the Chapter and Second Half leadership.  In recent years the Urbanna Chapter 
has differentiated itself from other Chapters in terms of meeting schedules, formats and 
community service projects to an extent the Chapter and Second Half Board felt the 
separation made sense.  Chapter Leader Bob Fitch spoke to the Board in appreciation of 
the past relationship.  The Board passed several resolutions that praised the Urbanna 
Chapter and its leadership.  Executive Director Skip Thistle said, “We want to wish Bob 
and all the men in the Urbanna Chapter well as they seek to identify themselves in new 
ways in their community.”  
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