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Invite a Friend to Second Half 
As members of the Second Half community, we know the 

joy and fulfillment that comes from the Bible Study and fel-

lowship with other Christian men. Now, it's time to share 

that joy with others who might benefit from Second Half.  

Inviting a friend has always been an active part of Second 

Half.  Now, the Second Half Board encourages a renewed 

emphasis on that action.  The Board urges reaching out to 

non-members who are approaching retirement or already in 

retirement to join us. Here are some ways to approach pro-

spective members: 

1. Personal Invitation: A personal touch can make all the difference. 

Reach out to friends, neighbors, or colleagues who you think might enjoy 

Second Half.  Share your own positive experiences and talk about how 

Second Half has enriched your life.  Second Half Board Chairman Tony 

Wilson says, “Your only job is to invite someone—the Holy Spirit will take 

it from there.” 

2. Church Announcements: Utilize your church's bulletin or announcement 

time to spread the word about Second Half. Many men in our congregations 

are looking for meaningful ways to connect and grow in their faith during 

retirement. 

3. Social Media: Share information about Second Half on your social media plat-

forms (Instagram, Facebook, etc.) or encourage your adult children to share about 

Second Half based on your experiences. A simple post about our meetings and ac-

tivities can reach a wide audience and spark interest. 

Invitations—(Continued on page 2) 
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The Second Half Newsletter is designed to be a forum that connects the various chapters so we 
can follow what is happening in other chapters and the lives of other members.  But it is also a 
way  for you to share thoughts and stories about how God is working in your relationships!  If 
you would like to contribute a short article, let me know at franklinegraham@live.com.   

Blessings! 

4. Community Events: Attend local community events and bring 

along some flyers or brochures about Second Half.  (Your Chap-

ter Leader can get them for you).  Engaging in conversations 

about Second Half can attract those who are seeking fellowship 

and spiritual growth. 

5. Word of Mouth: Encourage current members to talk about Second Half with 

their friends and family. Personal recommendations are powerful and can inspire 

others to join. 

 

Don’t feel comfortable making personal approaches?  Give the name and phone number to 

a Small Group Facilitator, Chapter Leader or another member. Let them use your name to make the 

call for you.  

Remember, one of the ways we glorify God is to inspire others to seek Christian fellowship like that 

found in Second Half.  Our goal is not to grow our membership, but to expose other older men to 

the blessings so many of us have found at Second Half!   

Invitations—(Continued from page 1) 
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Chapter Reports 

HRBC-Bob Henderson 

On April 4th, our HRBC Chapter will be celebrating its first anniversary. As with 
any new initiative, we have encountered a few challenges along the way. Family 
obligations, health issues, mission activities, and project participation, among oth-
ers. 

Although attendance has been low at times, those present have participated in the sessions effec-
tively.  Matthew 18: 20 – “For where two or three gather in my name, there am I with them”.  
Starting March 20th, our active roster will include 12 members with the new and returning addi-
tions. Scott Hill, our newest member, shared his thoughts during this last meeting: "The group's 
warmth and kindness" and "A substantive discussion with a fair amount of humor." 

By March 6th, we will have completed four sessions of our Halftime book 
study. The key insight from sessions 3 & 4 has been "What's In The Box".  
During our last session, our men were given an unopened box. Upon opening 
it, the box contained two items. The first was a Cross indicating the first part 
of our mission statement: “To seek a closer relationship with Jesus Christ and 
try to understand and follow His plan for the rest of our lives.” Second, the 
box contained A “Blank Card” to  enumerate a few things that impede our fo-
cus on making Jesus Christ the center of our lives, and what’s your One 
Thing? During our next session, we will be reviewing some of the comments 
that have been submitted. 

Additionally, in our previous session, we focused on discussing the list of "Seven Tensions."  We ap-
plied a scripture reading for each Tension. For example, “Being a faithful witness in a pluralistic 
workplace” (Acts 1: 8) “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you and you will 
be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 

Covenant Woods—Stan Wright 

Covenant Woods membership has held study in the high mid-40s lately with attend-
ance averaging around 35.  The aging population of the CW chapter and the issues 
that come with aging have tended to hold our attendance down.  We realize the need 
to increase our membership and the only way that will happen is to invite men on a 
one-to-one basis to come check out the CW chapter. 

We as the rest of the SH chapters are currently studying the Halftime book.  The initial reaction of 
several of the CW members was why are we studying a book that does not apply to us.  The book 
was written for people in their 30s and 40s and people with more money than they know what to 
do with.  However, upon further reading and discussion it was discovered that Halftime is for every-
one and any age.  It is not about money but it is about what God has given to each one of us and 
what we do with it.  We can use it for selfish reasons or for God’s kingdom work; it is our decision. 

We have discussed what is our “one thing” and what or who are we going to put in our box.  It is 
not about priorities, but what or who is going to determine how we handle our priorities and live 

(Continued on page 4) 
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Second Half Chapter Locations and Meeting Times 

St. Giles Church, Richmond—2nd and 4th Wednesdays, 9AM-10:30AM 

Covenant Woods Retirement Community, Hanover County—2nd and 4th Thursdays 9AM-
10:30AM 

WEAG Church, Richmond—1st and 3rd Thursdays, 9AM-10:30AM 

Huguenot Road Baptist Church—1st and 3rd Thursday, 9AM-10:30AM 

our lives.  If we are part of the family of Jesus then we know Jesus is who should be in our box 
and the Holy Spirit living within us is our guide for our lives. 

 

St. Giles—Rob Green 

 As Spring ushers in a new season, the Second Half Chapter at St. Giles is 
excited to explore the fresh opportunities that lie ahead. Many of our 
small groups are looking to go beyond their regular bi-monthly meetings 
and engage in fun, informal activities. Whether it’s a shared lunch, a meet
-up with another small group, or simply a casual gathering at a local sub-
shop or coffee shop, these moments can create special bonds and deepen 
our Christian fellowship. 

 As the new season unfolds, take time to connect with your Second Half brothers. Discover some-
thing new about someone you haven’t yet learned. The closer we grow to one another, the closer 
we draw near to God. 

 The St. Giles Chapter is always open to visitors. We have five small groups, each with 10-12 
members, and within each group, there are two or three facilitators who help keep the discus-
sions on track. They also make sure to document prayer requests and keep everyone informed. 

 

WEAG—Christopher Meyer 

The WEAG Church group has had its usual problems but is doing well.  First our fearless leader—
SH Chairman Tony Wilson—got sick and missed a meeting,  which we held anyway.  Tony is fine 
now.  Then we missed a meeting because of the snow and are trying to catch up.  However, 
there is a solid group of 18-20 people who are very dedicated and faithful and attend regular-
ly.  One of our members is undergoing cancer treatments but showed up last week in spite of 
that.  He encouraged all of us with his presence.  We expect great things as we finish this book, 
Halftime, and go forward with the new book, The Reason for God.   
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Visit the Second Half Web Site! 

www.secondhalfmen.org 

Board Briefs 

The Second Half Board of Directors held its regular meeting in February and took several actions: 

• The Book Committee, representing the various Chapters and Executive Director Skip 
Thistle, presented three recommendations for future Second Half studies.  The Board 
approved The Reason for God by Tim Keller as the next study.  It will begin in late April.  
A description and other information is below.   

• Board members discussed the enthusiastic response by members to the February dona-
tion campaign.  Over $1,000 was collected from Second Half’s 144 members.  It will be 
used for miscellaneous expenses, including Christmas Party speakers and musician, 
website management and printing expenses.  It is only the second time in 22 years that 
members have been asked for donations to replenish our minimal treasury.   

• There continues to be a strong need for additional Small Group facilitators.  Some 
groups require additional facilitators to work with existing groups and more facilitators 
will be needed as Second Half adds groups at the Chapters.  Please consider becoming 
involved by discussing your availability with your Chapter Leader.   

Keller Book Coming in April 
The late Christian author Timothy Keller’s The Reason for God will be the next Second Half study.   

The bestselling book brings together faith and intellect, theology and popu-
lar culture, modern-day objections and historic Christian beliefs.  The videos 
capture live, unscripted and candid conversations with real people that ad-
dress the most common protests leveled against the Christian faith.  Keller 
and six panelists hold discussions about the broad scope of their discomforts 
with God, the Bible and Christianity in general. 

Keller—who was a pastor in Hopewell, Virginia, before moving to New York 
City to found Redeemer Church—will challenge our small groups to wrestle 
with friends and neighbors hardest questions about Christianity.  Some of 
the topics include: Isn’t the Bible a Myth?, How Can You Say There is Only 
One Way to God?, and How Can God Be Full of Love and Wrath at the Same 

Time? 

The Reason for God is available as a full book, DVD and a study guide.  It is suggested 
members purchase the Study Guide. 
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Needles Eye Ministries 
Update 

-Jeremy Woltz,  NEM Director of Cohorts & Groups 
Needle’s Eye Ministries is happily chugging along in the New Year. As we prepare 
for our big move, we are focusing some extra attention to making sure we can 
fully fund all of the great opportunities that will come with the new building. Cur-
rently, there is a $20,000 match for any new or increased monthly contributions. 
You can take advantage of the match by visiting www.needleseye.org/
partner. The renovations at the new location are well underway and are actually 
ahead of schedule! Initially, we expected to receive the keys by April 22nd — 
now, however, we may have the keys as early as April 15th. We will be planning 
some open houses so our entire community can come see the space once it is 
fully furnished and operational — so keep an eye out for those starting some 

time in early to mid May. In the meantime, continue to pray for God’s incredible providence for His 
ministry through Needle’s Eye and that He would open doors into new industries and workplaces 
for His message of grace and salvation! 

(Editor’s Note—Jeremy is leaving NEM in April for a new career.  We will miss the excellent  and 
entertaining facilitator training he has provided Second Half for the past several years.   

Good Luck, Jeremy!) 

Jeremy Woltz 
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