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Second Half Needs You
Second Half thrives on the involvement of its members. For 22 years, dozens of

Second Half members have volunteered as Board members, Chapter Leaders and

Small Group facilitators. The growth and unavoidable membership turnover now

make the ongoing need even greater, especially the demand for Small Group

facilitators.   

The need goes beyond the obvious: Maximum involvement of members improves

any organization and enhances the experience for all of us. The Board seeks to

have at least two and maybe three facilitators for each group. That improves the

groups while spreading commitment among more individuals.

Why should I step up? Listen to some current Small Group Facilitators’ feelings

about the experience:

One of my joys is learning to feel comfortable asking someone else about his

thoughts on one of the study or discussion questions. This allows everyone to

hear the opinion and wisdom from a normally somewhat quiet person—St.

Giles Small Group Facilitator

When I am facilitating, I am always more focused on the Study and therefore I

understand the material better—Facilitator for 2 decades

Facilitating forces you to really dig into the text.  The more you do that for

others, the more personal growth you get--WEAG Facilitator

(Facilitators--continued on Page 5)
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Second Half Chapter Locations and Meeting Times
St. Giles Church, Richmond-2  & 4  Wednesdays, 9AMnd th

Covenant Woods Community, Hanover County-2  & 4  Thursdays, 9AMnd th

WEAC Church, Richmond-1  and 3  Thursdays, 9AMst rd

Huguenot Rd. Baptist Church, Chesterfield-1  and 3  Thursdays, 9AMst rd
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Chapter Reports
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The WEAG Second Half Group met for its usual meeting, but it wasn’t just

another meeting. Our fearless leader, Tony Wilson, let us know that this

meeting was the 10th anniversary of the WEAG Second Half Chapter. He

brought in a huge, delicious chocolate cake from COSTCO to go with our usual

chicken food, and we celebrated during the meeting. Diets went out the

window! We gave the leftover cake to the WEAG staff and were told there

wouldn’t be much left. We did do the lesson and found that once we started

almost everyone talked--not always on the topic of the video, but always

Christian. A good time was had by all. Tony Wilson took a picture of several of

the guys who were there at the beginning (see Page 4). Thanks to God and

Gordon Prior for starting this ministry so many years ago.  And thanks to Tony

Wilson who started the WEAG Chapter (and who brought the cake)!

WEAG--Chris Meyer

St. Giles--Rob Green

Our Chapter is growing--65 men currently are on the rolls with 50 men

attending the past two meetings. God IS good!  We thank those men in our

midst who have invited others to our meetings. We still have room for a few

more men so continue asking God whom you might ask to visit. One can see

that our Second Half relationships have been growing not only with each other

but with those outside of Second Half.

We have started our new study The Reason for God by Tim Keller. This study

should help each of us to better understand the truths of Christianity, as well as

how to present these truths to non-Christians.
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HRBC--Bob Henderson

Chapter Reports (continued)

What a reaction our members had to our newest book study, “The

Reason for God!” At first, we perceived that the Panel discussion

provided minimal value in advancing our journey of faith with Jesus

Christ. It did, however, provoke a robust discussion to substantiate our

beliefs in the Gospel. Our group responded more meaningfully than

ever before, in emphasizing what Second Half is all about, “ A Closer

relationship with Jesus Christ and a Deeper relationship with each

other.”

In essence, our discussion focused on addressing and countering the objections raised by the Panel.

Here are just a few quotes from our members:

“It is essential that we believe Jesus was who he said he was, and that he arose and took away

the sins of the world.”

 “Don’t tell a nonbeliever they are all wrong but explain to them the basis for your belief in Jesus

as your Savior.”

“I feel that it is not our responsibility to convince anyone. We tell our story as we feel led, and

the rest is up to God.”

“Other religions are often viewed as human attempts to divine a power or God, while Christianity

is understood as God’s initiative to reach down to humanity.”

“You can witness to a non-believer and how it has changed your life and leave the rest to God.”

Covenant Woods--Stan Wright
It seems of late that every time we get a new Covenant Woods member, we also experience a loss. On April

17th, Bill Kramer a long-term member of the Covenant Woods chapter unexpectedly passed away in his

sleep at the age of 88. Several members of our CW chapter are experiencing serious medical issues while

others deal with the issues old age that can become more serious over time.

One of the CW Small Groups has started a monthly breakfast at a Mechanicsville restaurant that is a success

and well attended.  St. Giles has such a group and other chapters might look into the same idea.

We, as the rest of the SH chapters, have completed our study of the Halftime book. It seemed to have

generated some discussion on what’s in “my” box and am I doing what I should be doing. Some said they

wished they had read the book earlier in their lives to be better prepared for their second half.

We along with the other SH chapters have started “The Reason for God” study. Some of our members have

voiced the opinion they are glad to be using a video series.  After completing one session, the comments for

the most part have been good.

 Personally it is taking a little while for me to get used to the discussion type video versus the teaching type

of video.

One of our facilitators (Tony Wilson), through the calling of the Holy Spirit is putting together an effort to

bring Halftime to the retired community at Lake Anna, to have them understand moving from Success to

Significance. He is also looking for donations of the books the guys are now done with, who might care to

donate to him to use for the lake folks if needed. 
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HRBC Leader Bob Henderson

SH Founder Gordon Prior and
Board Member Rob Green
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Chapters Celebrate Anniversaries

The Huguenot Road Baptist Church Chapter’s celebration of its

one-year anniversary in April marks a significant milestone for

the Second Half community.  Under the guidance of Chapter

Leader Bob Henderson, the HRBC Chapter is the first Chapter

South of the James and the first in Chesterfield County.  Nearly

a dozen members have joined this Chapter since its inception,

fostered by HRBC’s Senior Pastor Bob Lee, the Outreach

Committee of HRBC and, of course, Bob.  

Several Second Half Board members and Founder Gordon Prior

joined the celebration and participated in that day’s discussion

of the current study.  

Congratulations to both Chapters!

4

The WEAC Chapter in May celebrated its 10  anniversary! Second Half Board of Directors Chairman

Tony Wilson helped start the original Chapter.  He and Chris Meyer currently serve as co-facilitators at

WEAC.

th

At the anniversary meeting, on May 1 , five of the original Chapter members posed with the 40

Anniversary cake!

st th

The WEAC Chapter is famous for its pre-meeting servings of Chick-fil-a sandwiches, donated by one of

its facilitators. Not surprisingly, Second Half Board members and others seem to feel it is necessary to

visit the WEAC Chapter on a fairly regular basis!

Second Half Board Chairman  Tony Wilson poses

with the other original members of the WEAG Chapter 
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(Facilitators--continued from Page One)

Enhanced training efforts in the past year provided greater support for existing and new Small

Group Facilitators. Facilitation of the monthly Leadership training now rotates among the Chapter

Leaders, offering more diverse perspectives and, again, sharing responsibility among more people.

The addition of more Small Group Facilitators strengthens that foundation.

Facilitators attend a Leadership meeting once a month, the two monthly meetings and facilitate on

a rotation with other group facilitators.  Materials are provided to Facilitators for each Study.

 

Let your Chapter Leader know you would like to help. Try it for a few months. A long-term

commitment is not necessary--just a heart willing to serve.

Visit the Second Half Website

www.secondhalfmen.org
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Grab Some SH

Business Cards
Second Half unveiled some new business cards

last month.  The cards are designed for use

when recruiting potential new members.

The front of the cards show the four Second Half

locations.  The is also the address of the Second

Half website (www.secondhalfmen.org)

The back of the card contains the Second Half

Mission Statement.

Everyone is encouraged to carry a few of the

cards to pass along.  Contact your Chapter

Leader to get a couple!

Front

Back

This newsletter is for the members of Second Half — a group of Christian men that meets twice each month in four different locations. The group’s mission statement reads: To seek a closer

relationship with Jesus Christ and try to understand and follow His plan for the rest of our lives. We also seek a deeper relationship with each other through Christian fellowship. More information

at www.secondhalfmen.org. To unsubscribe from this newsletter, please email Franklin Graham, editor. If you have interest in joining Second Half, please contact Skip Thistle by email or

telephone 804-938-8518.

Birthplace:  I grew up on a farm in Marion, VA

Chapter:  Covenant Woods

How Long in Second Half:

8-and-a-half years.  I joined right after retirement, 

after 44 years with VDOT (where I knew fellow 

Second Half-er Jimmy Mills).

Why did you join:  A friend, now promoted to Heaven,

invited me to attend and I liked it right away.

What do you enjoy most:  The great fellowship with

men.  Also, how the book studies connect to the

Scriptures, revealing to us how that relates to our lives.

Church: Mechanicsville Christian Center

Favorite food:  Beef stew, with carrots, potatoes and

onions.  Yum!

Why is Second Half important for older men:

There is a rich history of men from different backgrounds.

I like the openness and willingness of the men, in

confidence, to share their struggles, to tell their stories to

develop a closer walk with Jesus.

Best study so far:  Many of them have been very good,

but I think Unoffendable by Brant Hansen was the best.  
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Get to Know:

Richard Britton
Editor’s Note: This is a new feature, written by

Walt Andes,  that focuses on Facilitators who

shepherd Second Half small groups. 
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